
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Nicholas Sandar, County Extension Agent, Othello, Washington 
and General Chairman of Conference 

On behalf of the AgriculturalExtension Service of Washington S ta te  University 
and the Washington S ta t e  Potato Commission, I take t h i s  opportunity t o  welcome 
you t o  Washington S t a t e ' s  F i r s t  Annual Potato and Vegetable Conference i n  i ts  
permanent home a t  Moses Lake. Schools and conferences have been held i n  the 
pas t  with sessions of two, one and half-day duration i n  s ix  or seven areas of 
t he  s t a t e .  This imposed l imi ta t ions  on the type or  scope of the program tha t  
could be presented since personnel had t o  be committed f o r  periods of up t o  
two weeks. 

We have added vegetables t o  t he  agenda i n  recognition of the  f a c t  t ha t  vege- 
t ab l e  production i s  important and w i l l  continue t o  gain importance i n  eastern 
!\rashington. 

A permanent location has a lso mqde it possible t o  develop a display section 
featur ing commercial products and equipment of importance i n  potato and vege- 
t ab l e  production. We welcome those who have sponsored displays and expect 
t h a t  you w i l l  v i s i t  each one. Ind i rec t ly  each display has a place on the pro- 
gram a s  complimentary information. 

It has been a t rying year f o r  the  potato industry - overproduction coupled 
with  low grade-out and even lower prices. The many production problems have 
not disappeared but there  i s  f a r  greater understanding of these. New prob- 
lems a re  coming t o  t he  foreground with many new cases of nematodes and 
Vertici l l ium w i l t  i s  building up i n  our f i e l d s .  

It was most encouraging t o  see the industry face  up t o  the perennial problem 
of leaf  r o l l  i n  our Russet Burbank crop. Use was made of aphid t raps ,  sys- 
tematic spray programs f o r  aphids and f o r  the f i r s t  time there  was extensive 
roguing of chronic leaf  r o l l  p lants  i n  planted potato f i e l d s  and a s  volunteers 
i n  other crop f i e l d s ,  Ring r o t  again took i t s  t o l l  but t he  losses  were con- 
siderably below those of 1960. 

The future  c a l l s  for  continual and more emphasis on qua l i t y  i n  a l l  i t s  aspects. 
Our industry can be proud of the  qual i ty  of our f r e s h  potatoes shipped out of 
the  area but we must remember t h a t  potatoes acceptable f o r  f r e s h  market may 
be t o t a l l y  unacceptable f o r  processing. According t o  t h e  January 19, 1962 
disposi t ion report  of the Washington S ta t e  Potato Committee, a t o t a l  of 3367 
ca r lo t s  (400 cwt.) of 1961 Washington potato crop were used for  processing 
out of 15,203 ca r lo t s  t h a t  went f o r  human consumption. There i s  no doubt t h a t  
a high percentage of the  present stocks on hand i n  eastern Washington w i l l  
move t o  processing. We welcome Country Gardens of Warden and Prosser Packers 
of ~ r h s s e r  who s ta r ted  operations i n  1961. 

Since processing problems a re  re la ted t o  t he  production and handling prac- 
t i c e s ,  our growers must  th ink i n  terms of growing potatoes spec i f ica l ly  for  
processing, The s i t ua t ion  can be summarized i n  two statements. 



(1) There are  very great  var ia t ions  i n  specif ic  gravi ty  between grower 
l o t s  and even between loads from the same f i e l d .  This r e su l t s  i n  
unevenness of frying (both french f r i e s  and chips) and i s  a r e a l  
concern t o  processors. 

(2) Potatoes are  now purchased by processors on a f resh  market grade, 
Lots of the  same f resh  market grade may vary great ly  i n  terms of 
recovery a s  determined by - blackspot, bruises, hollow heart, net  
necrosis,  j e l l y  end r o t ,  greening, r ing r o t ,  e tc .  

We have a f u l l  program f o r  these two days of the  conference. A t  times we felt  
tha t  an extra day should have been planned t o  get  a t  other problems and issues  
facing the  potato industry. Our primary objective i s  t o  bring together re- 
search and other information i n  a way t h a t  can be understood and used by the 
potato and vegetable industry. The progress we have made and continued suc- 
cess fu l  conferences, has and w i l l  focus a t ten t ion  on t h i s  industry i n  the  
s t a t e .  We can look back t o  July of 1961 when the annual meeting of the  
Potato Association of America was held i n  the  s t a t e  of Washington f o r  the 
f i r s t  time i n  history.  Yes, t h i s  was national recognition of our progress 
i n  the potato industry. Let 's  not stop now but continue a s  leaders. 




