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Pacific Northwest Resilient Potato Production Initiative Workgroup

The goal of the workgroup is to collaboratively identify and remove barriers to the
adoption of alternative, innovative, non-conventional pest management practices.

While potato is a high-value crop with much potential for profit, production also carries tremendous risk of
financial loss. Arguably the most important aspect of risk relates to pest management. At the same time as
potato production is struggling to cope with an ever-increasing economically-driven pesticide use
intensity, the marketplace is pressuring producers and processors to reduce the total amount of
pesticides used.

From an IPM perspective, heavy reliance on pesticides is unlikely to sustain high yields and production
quality in the long term. Solutions to this conundrum will require a concerted effort and involvement by
all sectors of the potato production, processing, and marketing system.

As a collaborative workgroup, we seek to:
1) Understand the nature and distribution of risks assumed by each sector
across the production chain;
2) Address knowledge and information gaps;
3) Incentivize innovation and promote IPM adoption;
4) Share stories of successful innovation in potato pest management.

The Resilient Potato Production Initiative Workgroup is representative of multiple sectors across the
potato industry, and includes university research and extension personnel, chemical industry
representatives, potato processing company representatives, commission staff and members,
consultants, and farmers from Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.

For more information or to volunteer, please contact:

Katie Murray Andy Jensen
Oregon State University Northwest Potato Research Consortium
katie.murray@oregonstate.edu ajensen@potatoes.com
541-231-1983 509-760-4859

Help us by completing this short survey: http://oregonstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8djlcpOt6NPZg0l
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Washington State University Extension helps people develop leadership skills and use research-based knowledge to improve economic status and quality of life. Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Skagit County.
Extension programs and policies are available to all without discrimination. To request disability accommodation contact Valerie DeKok, 360-428-4270 or vdekok@wsu.edu at least ten days in advance.
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